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28 Jaaaary 1963

VEMODRARDON
SUBJECT: Soviet Civil Air Route to Cuba

1. The seviet civil airliine, Aeroflot, imsug-
urated its first regularly scheduled flight from
Koscow to Havema via Murmaask op 7 Jamuary 1963.

The fiight By a Joviet TU-114 four-eagine tarboprop
{raasport opsned the first Soviet 3ir route iato
the Seatern hemisphere and im billed by Noacow as
the "world's loagest regular monstop alr service.”

2 roundtrip fiight is now scheduled to be flown once
& week rather thas twice as ansounced initislly by

%, The aev route goes north from Nomcow 1o
Murmansk sud from there, sfter & step for refwel-
ing, direct to Havans over peutral waters of the
Norwegian and Greenlaad Ress, the Danish Straite,
the Atlsmtic Dcean end the Straits of Florida--a
total distance of more than 6,600 miles. The route
does not pass tkrougk the sirspace of ¥Western geun-
tries, but the Soviets have regueated the use of
navigational and weather aids from Norwsy, iceland,
Canada, the UK sad the U5. The fiight from Noscow
Lo Havamk is covered im about 16 bours flyling time;
the return trip from Xavana to Moscow is shortened
to about 14 bours because of favorable winds. By
f1ying nonstop from Murmansk the USSR avyoids the
problem of obtsiaiag overflight aad lsading rights
from Sestern countries. These rights became in-
creasingly difficult for the fovieis 1o obtain after
the Cuban crisis erupted last October.

3, Although fregquently alleged to be s unde-
pendable sircoraft, the TU-ll4 probably is fully
capsble of servicing the Moscow-Havans routs. Main-
tenance diffigulties, which are common to this
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et RO LR t comwercial airceaft in use,
g;ﬁng::m g:gglm, however, and Moscow has
aanounced they are assigning five airoraft to tut
Suban route, possibly im saticipation of such dif ;..
cuities. Fer the flight to Cuba the passenger load
nas been reduced to 60 from the wmormal 170 ia m‘-‘&ltl }
1o carry more fuel. Ia adaition, up %o 17,000 p:m&
of freight could be earried depending on the fse 114
josd. Previously the only regulariy scheduled TU-114
xervics was OR & route conmecting Hoscow and Khabe -
rovak in the Zoviet Far East.
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